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Part 5: The Wonder of It All
Big Idea: The message of the church is a message for the world.

Opening Question:
e What's something you used to be amazed by as a child but now take for granted?
e Have you ever been deeply moved by someone’s story of faith? What made it so
powerful?
e Do you think people today struggle to be excited about their faith? Why/why not?
Scripture Exploration:
e Read Acts 5:17-42: "The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been
counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name."
o What does their reaction to suffering tell us about their perspective on faith?
o Their suffering didn’t kill their faith—it deepened it. How can we develop that
same kind of resilience today?
e Read Acts 9:1-19
o Why do you think Jesus personally identifies with His followers being
persecuted?
o What does this reveal about God'’s closeness to His people?
e Read 2 Timothy 2:1-10
o How does Paul’s confidence in the gospel challenge the way we think about
obstacles in our own lives?
o What does this verse teach us about the unstoppable nature of God’s mission?

Going Deeper:

e Paul never lost his wonder despite suffering immensely for his faith. How do we know
when we'’ve lost our wonder? What are some common warning signs?

e The early church was an outward-facing, multi-cultural, multiplying movement—how
does that compare to the way we see church today?

e Paul said in Romans 5:8, "While we were still sinners, Christ died for us." How can
reflecting on God’s grace reignite our passion for faith?

e What would change in your life if you truly lived with the joy and wonder of the early
church?

e How can we help others rediscover the wonder of following Jesus?
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Personal Application:
e What's one step you'll take this week to rekindle your wonder? (Example: Start each day
with gratitude, share your faith with someone, spend time reflecting on Jesus' love.)
e |Is there someone in your life who may be spiritually disconnected? How can you share
the message of Jesus with them in a fresh way?
e Let's pray for the courage to see faith with fresh eyes—as if we were hearing the good
news for the first time.

Final Thoughts & Prayer:
e Imagine if we got our wonder back. How might it change our families, churches, and
communities?
e Let's pray for a renewed sense of gratitude, excitement, and urgency to share Jesus
with the world.



